
Narrow: 

March 21, (c. 1852) 
East Groveland, NY 
to Circleville, Ohio 

Wide: 

January 19, 1894 
New York City to 
Peoria, Illinois 

SIZE OR WIDTH OF THE BLACK BORDER 

"I.B.B." stands for 
Industrial Building Branch, 
located on Lexington Ave, 
between 43rd and 44th Sts. 
Active from 1894 to 1898. 

European social customs seemed to dictate the size or width of the black border, that the wider 
the black border, the more recent the death. A second potential "border size definer" suggests 
that the closer the relationship between the individual using the envelope and the deceased, the 
wider the border. While there may have been such unwritten or assumed intents, and there are 
covers that support these theories; we Americans have always had some tendencies to ignore 
or disregard social customs and etiquette, the use of mourning covers is no different. 

No attempt is made in this display to correlate the width of the black border to any specific 
person, circumstance, or relationship. 
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