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X The Navy coasbrucisd a slsiar-

The USS Macon was consfrucled by
allowed do carry oflical post. The light-thas-als

waler all Poknl Sor Feb. 12, 1833

To {be Navy had been agsipn.
ed tha job of builideg the rigld-
slyle craft in hase parly days.

The Shenandnphls philatels
hilstory 1a oné of poivalcly car
pled mall, mosi of which was
preafed by, enger oover coled-
pérs,  Im It o flighis - [nom
Laketurst b Forh Worlh, Ban
Diego, Seaifla and other desilna
flons |1 carcied  no o olfickal
povernment posl

While flying owver southern
(s  In. Beplember 183, bl
Shemandoah s into a wiolenk
glorm, Dbeole Ente Ihfes ploced
and [ell to earlh. Foarieen men
perished wilh fhe ship and sme
publle clafmor wis henrd aboud

dirlgile safely,
Six years - Jober, the  Navy
lagnched  the UGS Akron, Lhe

namesaks shin ol Varimnn's
oripinal cralt. 08 was Larger
fhan (e Shefandeah — THS fel
long and was designed Lo
earry aad Inusch five  Lghlar
planes neifed In bs hisge hull.
Throuph [be efforis of Sooend
ancdibant  Posimasier freneral
W, [rving Glover, agakn ab ihe
behest of cover colleciors, the
Navy. fimally agreed fo bel (he
Akron Carty offlcial madl
Just a8 Vapkmen's' . fird
vakron'™ had perlsbed off ke
New Jersey comsl, so boo did Ik
pwmesake. During #n electrical
slarm  off Bamegsl Light an
Apcil 4, 1§33, the Akroa came
down = smasted and lwisled
Thetsgh there wefe Lhreg sir-
vivars, this time 73 men wenl B |
thelr - deaths. — The clamor - Wwi¥
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There were no reporcts of ao ex-

USS Los Angeles continoed #a

L&ty ikas fwo years laler, on
Feb, 12 1835, the Mneos rather
mvabe e

You may remember that the |

ricky wind shifts for damagi
ke stern of Eho wexsel S

tw men W

ship bo e Akron in 103 and
pamed it the USS hacom, Like
the Akron, 18 mlso was allowed
to carry olficial post

plosion or fire; It simply came
down on e walee off Polsd
Sur. Laker reporis Blamed some

‘Goodyear

ihe Movy In 1501 asd was
ship “Hell™ Lo ibe

{houph 1t made some esi and
xhibiiion fiighis @ using
hydrogen, mever  “'Eel off - the
ground™ an far. af commorcial
UBARE Wad concerped

Publie and polidical feeling in
the 1.8, wern against bodh ihe
concepl of ike dirlgitle and e
pipplykng of anything 1o 1he new
Matlonal Scclalisl ‘party | Ger-
many ikal might be consinoed
pa military ald. The new Grafl
pever flow in International per-
vice,

This new Bellum  pgas, uslike
hydrogen, was inert. [t would
pot react with ofher chemboals,
winild not burm apd would not
paplode, Tl wan [n those days, &
yeey rare commedidy, Prior o
World War I, e  price’ of
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kellum had risen na high Bs
§2,000 per cubic (ool

The U5 wna, and b8, ane of
the prime sousces of bellum, 1
is found o Tezad, Mew Mexico
snd Kaesaa primardly,  wilk
lkmibed quantlties B Utah' and
Colorada,

The goversment conbrols . e
production of ihis iserl . gas
Thoogh s omt joday s bal &
[ew cents per cuble fool) “ila
close conbrol dates back 1 fhe
Efndenburg disasier,

When (hat ship expleied ol
Lakebmrst, Congress  ploced &
ban om further U5, dirigitle
consiruction. 1f also lmbled Che
uss of helium to airships cperal-
ing in the United Stales only or
between  the U5 azd: other
couniries. These edicls’ desmed
the rigid dirigible.

Tn April 190, the Mo party,
then in confrod of Gernaany,
dismanibed the L2137 Gral and
LZ- 13 “second™ “Gral Zeppeli:n
for ihelr Taw malerinl

Cound Ferdinand woa depplin's’
deearmy was ' finished,  Even his
gupeth  Grsl  Zéppelin was no
mope.  Alied  bombing  raids
campleted the destriction of the
bangars and works ot
Friedricinhalen

The era of ke dirigible —
oned s6 bright and pc'mnh%—
had come and gose [ 1he i
gpan of a single pareralion,
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In this airship Melvin Vaniman, his brother Charles

and three companions ascended at Atlantie City, N. J.,
on July 2, 1912 to start their second attempt at a

trans-Atlantic crossing, The airship exploded at 500 1.
in full view of thousands of spectators. The five men

fell to their deaths.
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Reichsluftschiff £, 17 in Manchen
tanduna des Grafen Zeppelin auf dem Oberwiesenfeld
am 2. April 1909







fim
Driven by dreams of flight, Count Leppe
launch alrships for his beloved Germany.
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The "Graf Zeppelin", built in
Germany in 1928, made numerous
overseas flights including this one
showing the airship over Akron on its
way to Chicago in October, 1933.

Length: 790 feet
Diameter: 102 feet




By Bigvea L. Reysalds

A derfgiele waw bsgnchsd e
Bept. IR, 1F34, In Friedcichabalm,
Uy, il was o bicome tha
el Parmoet Sl sscressy] ades
elp the warld ki over kidwn =
s "LE-107 Orud X b ™

Tha Zellepin pecpde wanied to
prove thal commercia] P
woild by preglica]l on Lascons
liesala]l and arvend the warld
ghli, carrping passchgery. mall
Lo ]

T &lFubl |1 i irwl 2ial ran was
A midRalel hreehour and 13
wndrrale Mighl B oway peiscisced
shwsrihg & fvery resperi

Blativlles ol e Cirad Deppelia

16t
Laad fapacity — 3,708 6 o, [
Power — B4 WP Muyback
£ |t
Hasgs

v D Ty
CTilsisg wpeesd — 28 nh

Ltses Dhas o et lader, oa (ot
L1, 1538, fha “Cirad™ made Ity firat
Tight acroa e Allaniic Choean by
Lakeharsd, N1 The crew of &
amd ) pakkengerr were lhe Mt
bramiillafithd pavsengers In ihe
history of avlazion.

The U 580 =dln Flight was mads
I 111 Bemari. Ths felurs Mighd ook
T beodars oSl 13 srmyurien. wiiih @ el
load ol passengers. The “Gral™
wal nE e sl preved

Aller meveral Blighia aver
Earope the “Gral™ relained b 1he
Llelted Stakes o bepen 1ia crot
aosond Bhe workl Om Aug T, 1199,
Use Giral Teppelin lefl Lekskurst
Witk T4 paineragers wia pald 19 000
Each. The elficla] time lor e krip
of 19 00 mailled was 39 dayn, daven
boury sl W mibmabes, aNhosgh
oaly M) ey aml 4 misules wise
aponk B parimal (ke The cowl peer
mlSe for ewlh paisesger Wi
HLIT

I% 1531 e “Cral™ explored ibe
el Foglons sl aldel science
¥ mipping alnewn greas and
recunling woicniiiic daly

A wisil 19 Hasals called gitens
Lige |0 s poualliSes of this
Farm of mirmall Eavel, Tha Figs-
ias Posl Dlce lavesd wamos

tusles .l:‘1|| In 18 s belp Eulpe
|I-'| a Eaf “Rlim YVetvahiley" and

“Fravada,™ tha ceslemplaled
Fenlsz dirigiien

The Gral Teppelln mads a
ipbein] whall o Ses Cenilury o
Frogrean Expoaltion In I:‘,l"-j‘q.l
I The Lip wan made vis Soals
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Americs and In eddition Lo being
[0 'lll'IL'l [oghl 1o Seulh A=nerica
duriag 1133, il marksd ihe DLy a8
mlversary of @ ship sl [ R0
tramaaiLaptlc croaslng

Dok 3 192, wad e flrsd day sl
lsvee of e TL5 Be Isppells
shaTsT O COVET (A Coabection Witk
taly report. Mequler tramaailustis
Feghin wers made dering ibe pexi
it yeary, many o etk America

Wises the Hindenbong Barned fa
1317, the Gral Teppelin was
witkdrawn frpm mervice and lafer
diisanbebed. [t Bad made 360
Mighis, spresd 17 060 bowen i the
alr, ersbed aver 1,000 000 mdlen
corned Thet ocvans B thpe and
casnied 1L110 passengera wilhoul
A fulaiiy

Jl.h:.:-p.'!pt_:ll "rigibies Thal
Midd  Histery.™ by Davld O
Ceisin, G, 1", Petram’s Sona, 196E;

“GlislE ks The Sky.™ by Rickard
Mormas, Childrea*s Press,
Chibcagn, 197 “The Teppelng,™

by Edeim P. Heyl, Lothrep Les
fmd] Bl Cio, Mowr Yool 86§,
[Edise™s Nede: The aulher of
B foregolsg sxilcls, Sheven I
Tepnedds, la 13 yeara of ape aad
o ol the mead &t hod i1 ol
e Slemphls Sia Cellectary
Soclety, :{l'lurhl:l :"T.'un 1ie wpm
e Altred B M et award
for fhe besl eskibil by & funlor

member ol (ke soclety at
MEMPHEX ‘T3 held last
Degember. )

Graf Zeppelin ‘tried and prmred’
by ’28 Atlantic ocean crnssmg

Found the-warld crelee cover markiag 1be Oral Zeppelin dlight which
brgan Aug. T, £929, o4 Lafkeburst, ML
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Lakaiart, 10, to Likeiwrin FLr, o0’ s
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Graf Zeppeli n’s 1

First day plus 11, and first globe glrdllag Right
ol ibhe Graf Zeppelin is this cOvEr, franked with a
complete s6f of U5 airmail stampd available al
{hat time, plus the 13c and e definitives then in
pse, aod the airmailrelated #¢ and 5S¢ Aere Ceén-
ference pair mt Jower right. What a covee this
would Bave betn, had the sender heen able 10
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929 Global Flight
post It a few days earlier (July I5) en the firsd
day sale of fhat 5c beacom? 1L i & shame, also
that he used seconds (stralght edged coples) of
the Lindbergh and 15¢ alrmails; use qualily
slamps on YOUT COVETE] ¥O4 can always replace
mint items in your album. Bui 0a a cover, ikat's
it from new om—po secend fry!




" SHENANDOAH"
ZR=1, bulilt by U.8. Navy,
launched August 20, 1923,
First Naval airship, moored
0 U.Salda Pﬂtﬂkﬂ.

H.,M.A. R=100, British Air-
ship. Crossed Atlantic on
July 29, 1930, 79 hours 1o
Montreal. Length: 709 feet,
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RIGID AIRSHIP "AKRON": This dirigible, built 1h 1931,

was 785 feet long, helium capacitvy of 6,500,000 ft.

1+ was designed for military purposes and included in
the lower hull was a hanger deck with five scout planes.

On .I"LFITI.L]. ah 19JJI

he Akron encountered a violent 1line

4
squall and was lost at sea with 74 of its crew of T8.
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RIGID AIRSHIP mMUACONY: GoodyeaT

14+ for the U. 5.
e

Havy

and sister ship of the Akron, wWas aunched and made 1ts
original flight in Akron, Ohio, on April 21, 1955, later
i+ wog based at the U. g, Naval Air Stationm, Moffett Field,
California. Returning from maneuvers with the U. S. fleel,
12, 1935, the Macon guffered damage,

in the Pacific, on Feb.
gettled into the sea, of f Point Sur, California, and
gubgequently was degtroyed. Of the B0 aboard
regcued but two.

airship hanger, Akron, Ohio, which is the large

type in the world.

-
This view shows the Macon in the Go
iy
(=1
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Cancelled day before destruction off Point Gur,
California

THE END OF AN ERA
BMAY &, 15837
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The LS5 Macon, the largest and last 2eppelin the Unifed 58

i ontrance of the huge hangar at Sunnyvale, Calif.

200 feet fall,

Hangar One Housed
llI-Famed Zeppelin

SUNMYVALE, Calif. - Una
of the mosl awesome
hangars in the world = here
al the LS Navy's Moffetd
Field.

They call it Hangar One
and there probably will
never be another like it

THE GIANT gun-metal
gray rounded siructure is
the longest hangar in Lhe
wiorld, measuring 1,138 feel.
Eight fortball games could
be played simulianecsusly in
it because it is 308 ool wide
as well.

It i= 5o lall - 198 feet - that
rain clowds form near the
ceiling where owls nest.

Stilll, it was barely large
enough for the incredible
airship il housed,

BUILT AT A cost of $1.75
million in 1531-32. Hangar

Une B pow used by 1200
MNawy prersannel
who study submarine delec-
tion. I i% r.u'l:'upwﬂ e well
by 24 Lraining airerall

But 40 years ago it played
a dramatlie, short-lived role
ag the home of whal many
hoped Lo be the dazzling eyes
of the nation’s [irst line of
defense.

Hangar One was the heme
of the biggest silvercoated
zeppelin the United Stales
ewer miade - the LSS Macon,

LUNFORTUNATELY, the
Macon was destined For dis-
aster thal prrmanently end-
ed any speculation that such
airships would rule the skies
=as H. G. Wells predicted -
or even have & place in
them,

During World War 1, the

Ba—— LT AT
IR T AL ]

ates ever made, s shown at
The ha

5k g e
HEWS - = Degember 25,

ngar doors are more than

world s military foress bad
been impressed with Gers
iRy € U8 ol the i!E'ppll!lll'I.
developed by Count Ferdi-
nand von Seppelin

The zeppelin is a lighter -
thian - air dirigible with steel
rings omil girder struciure
inside a mammoth bag or
|_-|-|_|,-¢|I|;.p4,- which give 1l an
elongated, cigar shapo

INSIDE ARE a series of
bags like pras In & pod.

They are [illed with
helium or hydrogen

The zeppelin travels by
modor-drivien propellers dnd
can be guided

It has space in an outside
pondola as well as inside the
bag for both cargo and
passtngers

THIS RIGII} conliguration
contrasis (o the blimp, a gas-
filled envelope which keeps
its shape {rom pressure in-
sihe. 1L only has passenger
aind CEATEG spce in i0E odl-
sl g-unl:ll:l!n

1972

Mant

German vy used reppelins
for 50 bombing raids over
England during the war and
for startling, massive, inber-
confinental cargo deliveries,

The LS, Navy was oon-
vinced that zeppeling were
meant Lo become part of the
fleel ol any first-rate naval
pinver.  They coiuld carry
higger loads than any @ie-
plane.  They had Fantastic
long-range endurance
because of fuel storage
space

THEY HAD greal promise
as - observers, being both
faster and more eflicient
than ocean cruisers

Moreover, the Uniled
States had hmitless slores of
nonllmmable helium which
wars upavailable (Lo
Furoepeans whe dsed the
highly [ammable hydrogen,

The Uniled SLtes wanied
such ajrzhips 1o patrol the
vast lengths of acean coast,
sinee radar had not yel been
poriecied

iN THE 1538, the Navy
made arrangements o ac-
quire five rigid airships,
Four were Lo &nd 10 I:r:g['dj.'.

O a training Might in 1521,
the airship the United States
was buying frem  England
blew up, killing 16.

The second, US - made,
servied Ditle more than a
yeiar before a storm broke it
into three e es in [light in
1925 and 14 crhéWwmen wiere
killed

THERE WAS greal sop-
port for the sirships but the
defense project also had
severe oritics. People joked
that you could shood one oot
of the sky with a single rifle
baillen




Cruising range at 50 M,P.H. 10,580 miles.
Eight engines, 4,480 horsepower, located inside
ship's hull, Provision made for storage within
hull of § airplanes, storage compartment being
75 feet long and 60 feet wide. Twelve separate
gas cells, total 6.5 million cubic feet. Speed
(maximum 84 M.P.H.), 785 feet long, 132.9 feet
maxisum diameter.

Mear hangar at Spitsbergen, crew wrestled the 348-foo-long
MNorge, the dingible that Amundsen and Ellsworth used in 1926,




du Nord.

De jiln & oclobre 19538 une série de vovages
Eptcinux du Zeppelin o1 2 1206 wera ellee
lude de Frapeforl & Lakehurst (New
York). La traversée ntclenne de Franelor
& Lokehurst ne dure que 3 [ours; i

Voyages spéciaux 1936
du Zeppelin vers I'Amérique

an ou deax jours doredl & Lakehiird,

voyvage de reloir en 2 fours et deml
Franclort —

fu  passapge
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THE 7R-3 (LOS ANGELES)

1924

First zeppelin flight from Friedrichshafen, Germany, to Lakehurst, N.J.
by the zepp ZR-3. The U,8, hod given the Euaigmﬂ.m 7H-3 to the zeppo

in 1924,
lin that

waa built aa the 17-126 by the late Count Zeppelin'a famous eirahip QOMPAIY . The
7R=3 wos aonstrugted in Germany am o war reparations payment to the U.S5. woo

lntor ohristened the "Los Angoles” after its srrival in the U.S. on Oot
the date backstemped in Mew York on the sover and anrd bolow.

- Mit Luftschiff Z. R. lil ab Friedrichshafen.
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From Editor The Alrpast Slamp® CIECROLE H. JAFGER, Libau, Latvia.
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Armeil envelope mailed in FNew Tork on
May 11, 1936, and delivered May 14th at
“‘ra.r.J.j"L- t—gm-Main, Germany, by the Hindemburg.

Cerman airmail stamp of
15*3'[':- gshowing LZ-129, the
Hindenburg.
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Alrmail Stamps issued
July 5th, 1938 to commemorate the
centenary of the birth of Count
Zeppelin.
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Hugsian ;L_..E._-l Stamp
of 1930, showing airship over

il R

Dnieprostroy Dam,
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It was one of the most ermgaging and
remaTkable men in the history of aviation, a
Brazilian dandy named Alberto Santos=Dumont
who wed a dirigible to the mewly invented
internal combustion engine, By 1900 Santos-
Dumont had bullt a total of fourteen gasoline
powered airships., Here are two 1929 Brazilian
stamps honoring Dumont.

AEROGRAMME
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I Duncker Sir, 22
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DRUCKSACHE

FALLS UNZUSTELLBAR, BITTE AN ABSENDER ZUROCK!|
MIT ZUKUNFT

Or. Dérr  Graf Zeppetin  Or. Eckaner




T&ur EBrief mir dér Nummer
wurde mir dem Lufrschiff . EUROPA " befSrdert.
Die Beférderung ist nachstehend
durch dea Abdruck des Bordstempely bestdrit.
Der Beleg wurde nach der Landung des Lufrschiffes
bel der Deutschen Bundespost eingelicfert,

DRUCKSACHE

Firma

Hermann E, Sieger
Venusberg 32—34
Postfach 11 60

7073 Lorch / Wiirttemberg

80. DEUTSCHER PHILATELISTENTAG
- 33. BUNDESTAG DES BUNDFS
B B DEUTSCHER PHILATELISTEN ¢. V., |

—— M ANNHEIM, 24. — 28, Okiober 1979

TSEME ANNIVERSAIRE DES ZEPPELIN




e
=

L

= : = :-..:_-fl-.'
:w Fa B e LS Aty A I.,:-;_dtl,;ul 4.‘_”.!1?;'} T.J' 5 !
P e & e T L T w-wnm-m“ﬁéﬁ:ﬂ {




. Républigué

:\ du Nige




HE GOODYEAR-TEFPELIN CORP'S, MASHIP FACTORY AND DOC K, AKROM, DHID
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SAVES TIME

Nr. F.L. Garrett
Platteville

Colorado

-VIA AIR MAIL -

Jack Kincaid
1542 Keelar AvVe.
Bartleaville Okla.
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GOODYEAR ATRSHIP FACTORY AND DOCK

The length is 1175 feet between dock doors, width
ig 325 feet, and the height from the floor to the
top is 211 feet, Cerd iz dated 1936,
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Golumbus, Texas, 1976
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FIRST HOT-AIR AIRSHIP — 4 blimp-like craft described as the world’s first hot-air
airship rises from a field near Newbury, England, on its public maiden flight. It
measures 100 by &0 feet when inflated, but it can be folded vp to fit in a car trailer. It
Sports an air-inflated rudder and a Volkswagon engine which powers a five-foot
- The builders, Cameron Balloons of Bristol and Littlemore Engineeri ng of

propelier.
Oxford, predict big exports.
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