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Issue of 1847
Imperforate
Printed by Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson

Benjamin Franklis Gearge Washingrion

On July 1. 1847 the lirst official United States slamps were issued fecturing the portraits of
our first postmaster and our first president. The 5¢ value paid for postal service up to a dis-
tance of 300 miles, and the 10¢ value paid for service beyond this point. These stamps were
issued imperforate (unperforated) and had to be cut apart with scissors. The adoption of
adhesive stamps paved the way to the remarkable development of the postal system of today.

Issue of 1851-57

Imperforate
Printed by Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Co,

12

Barjamin Franklin Cacuge Waikiaguan Thames Jetisman

b

Carye Washingion

The rapid expansion and popularity of the postal service soon made
a greater flexibility in :crtnspggd necessity. Lower rates for all distances
;'mu deoemed advisable and in 1851 a new set of "':'IE:?P_" TT

or ihis PUTpCse, Ii I'H-P'ﬂid. a ﬂ.F sglaomp was sutlicient o Ccowvear
charges up 1o a dlﬂal:iu af 3000 miles. ;; WS red if not pre-
paid. Ba‘;.rund thia pqint the rate was six or ten cents, 4¢, 30¢, and 90¢
values are known but it is believed that they were not regularly issued.
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Issue of 1857-g]

Perforated 15

eEEE€eag P

[
1.z

s

Banpamin Franklin

Cetaigs "Washilmgion

Thomoas [elinisos George Washingion

Daseges Washington

Banjomin Frenklin

This issue marked a great mileston® in postal pr . Due 1o

i 1 ublic the ghoam
method of dispensing. stamps 1@ the p 8 ps
stead of h&ingpaml apart by scissors S1amps wWere now
employed the same designs as the previous issue,

reqularly issued.
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were machine

aasily and quic
g4¢, 30¢, and 90¢ values were now

Canrge Wankingion

the pressing need for a laster
ated so that in-
soparated, This set
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Issue of 1861-66

PerroRATED 12
PrunTED BY THE NATIONAL BaAnk Mote Co.

Andrew Jockson

4749

Sadigs Washingtsn Thomizs Jedermcn Gieoage Washisgion George Washingion

Abpaham Lincols

Carge Wzakinglon Bsnjamin Frasklin

Gearge 'Woah ngtom

Uﬂm the outbreak of war between the stotes in 1861, the postal autherities found it neces-

sary 1o demonitize all of the United States stamps in order to provent usoge by the Confeder-

ale States, The issue of 1861 was created as a replacement. During the war, due to the scar-
city of metal coins, these slamps were used as small change.
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Issue of 1867
Perforated 12
Printed by the National Bank Note Co.
Grilled

B3, 66, 71, 77

Benjamis Fronklin Andrew [ackios

T e

Tha=es [elersan Gecrge 'Weakingion Absabas Lisosln
Bl ]
Ceare » Waikingtan Benjamin Frankiin Gearge Washingten

i ith intent to
amo cellations from used stamps for the purpose ol reusing with in
Eﬁﬂmi.d |h:n%;;:g:::;nnt ceused the postal quthorities to adopt the use of the grill. These me-

i i i ansisted of small square pyramids, were impressed on the stamp 50
:Elclrtcthqan};;;er:r}:fc?h: ¢ would be weakened and would complelely absorb the cancelling

ink and thus make cleaning for o second use impossible.
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No_ 15,410 _April oth 19 62

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 38tn STREET
NEW YORK 18, N.Y.

_90c. carmine amd black Scott #122 used

R ————— - -

Su.l‘.l'l:l.i.ﬂtd]:? HH-T L.Hawbhurn Jf.,; ===s===

of which a photograph is attached and are of the opinion
that it is Scott #122 genuine ard not

Pﬁﬂqrﬁd —_—_4-7-1-—------—-- ]
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Issue of 1869

PERFoRATED |2
PrNTED »Y THE NATiONAL Banx NoTtr Co,
GRILLED

Benjomin Franklin Pooy Express Hedas

Lecametive Geerge Woshingiea Eagls and Shawhkd 5. 3. Adriatic

Larding of Columbus Declermiien of [ndepeadence Eogls. Shisld ond Flags

Abraham Lisseln

TH.I: first pictorial issue of the United States was introduced in 1869 and is still considered
one of our most beautifully engraved issues. The 15¢. Z4¢ and the il values exist with the

center inverted gnd are very scarce.
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Issue of 1870.71

Printed by the National Bank Nate Co.

Grilled

TNad Neoewn

Ban|amsmin Franklin

Apdraw Jeskiss

| ——

Cearges Washbngtan

Dankel Wakeier

Gean. Winllald B=on

Commstore Dliver Pery

Mesander Hamileon

Tmu series of stamps could well be termed the first fomous American set since it featured

the portraits of our great leaders. This set

e e T~ —BT A — B — 0 B~ R S e o W W

is found both with and without the grill.
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Issue of 1870-7]
Perforated 12
Printed by the National Bank Note Ca,

Without Grill

1095 &

Basjamin Pronklin Androw jocison George Washisgon

113

Ahaabem Liseals Edwrin M. StEnben Thomon Juferson Henry Clay

(] 1]

Bonbe] Wokmser Oan., Winlkeld Sooit Alasmnder Homklioes

Cammaedors Ollver Perry

i could well be termed the first {amous American sel since it anm.md
Tﬂ'ﬁﬁs':’jﬂﬂﬁﬂqﬁfm grect leaders, This set is found both with and without the grill
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Issue of 1873

PearoRaTen 12
Puwter 5¥ TRE CosminewTAL Bamx MNorte Co.

Eetipamin Freakiis

o

Gt Wintmlbd Sooft Mlwrnseadsi Heomifoe Corrmeders Cilrves Py

ConTwENTAL Bawz Note Comrawxy wos awarded the controct to costinue procucing

]Eianm:u of postoge stamps. To identily its product from that of its . {1]:;

Mational Bonk Note Compony) secrel marks wese odded to the retoined dm throug

the 15¢ denomination. The 24¢, 30¢ and 90¢ values can oanly be distinquished by shades.
These secrel marks are illustrated below:
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Issue of 1875-1888

PerroRaTED 12
Sort Porous Paren

PriwTED BY THE AmMEntcan Bang Note Co

Eenjumin Frenklin

Deoses 'Washieghon

Thames Jefsrsan

» e e e e &:E:E:E - s EEEEEEE & & e e eEeeEsEEeEEEER e e
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Andrew Joekeen

Zomcbnry Taylos

Tramae [+Herscn

Cvonge Brown

Dranie] Wabkslor

Ciommine

Commaodcas Dliver Parry

T HE Anpnican Bawx Mote Compasy, having co
printed this saries. Added interest
t, porous paper used in contrast to

Cammndore Olives Pery

previous issues.

Alszznder bamilton

nsolidated itself with the Gnntlr_mr!ml Bank
{or the collector is found in this issue bia-
the hard, snappy. translucent paper of the
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Issue of 188].g7
Perforated |3
Printed by the Americap Bank Note Co.

Banjamin Franklin Geerge Washingion Abraham Linesls Thaomas [elfesson

DE&!GI{E of I1'!E' 133_[-1352 series at first glance appear to be a replica of the previous issue.
Closer inspection will reveal a denser appearance in design which was due to the re-
engraving of the plates. The characteristics of the recutting are shown:

LTI TNREETTTS

- |

]1g = Lines of shading have been odded to the up- G — Three lines can be counted lram ike adge ol
por argbeagues, and verticol lines in the ups |he ponel to the oulside of the slamp. Belore
por poriion of the slamp Eeve been despaned re-eEgravisg four laes wers pressnt.

q¢ — About Imm. balow the "B of cenis a short (g — Four lines can be counted betwsen the l=i
Boriganta]l daskh BEs been slched. The widih af eide &l the oval and the edge of the shield. Be-
the shoding ol the side al ks esntral oval fare resngraving five lines could be coumted.

has besn reduced.

Issue of 1882-1888

Perforated 12
Printed by the American Bank Note Co.
r E

el ol Bl 8,
i

George Waoshington Andrew Jacksan

11111111

Andpew Jacksor bames N Cnl:ll.-ld_ Jemes A, Ganlisld
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Issue of 1890-93

Perforated 12
Printed by the American Bank Note Co,

)

-

i
1
;
,

- i
[

i

Benjamin Fronklin George Waakingben

——

Andrew Jockson Abrgham Lincolm Ulynses & Grani Jemee A Goerlleld

Willkam T. Shayman Dienlel Webiler

Theman [#Harsom Comsmadors Percy

T Hrs series of posiage slamps was produced In the reduced size that is still used for reg-

ular issues and occasionally used for commemoratives. It features the portraits of several

presidents, statesmen, and military heroes. The 2¢ value was miginull issued in the lake
shade but wos changed 1o carmine on March 12, 1890,
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[ssue of 1894.1895
Perforated 12
Printed by the Bureay of Engraving and Printing

Unwatermarked

Besjamin Franklin

—

Ceorge Waorhingion

Andirew Fackeon

Willkam T, Shermon Danks] ‘Wabaler

Type If

_c',;m:“d.,". Porry Com=adore Parey Tomssa Moml s Jahs Maraball

i the lask of printing United States postage slomps was turned over to the
;‘-’l::lm:h::; [E:?;:uﬁ::q and Prll:::li.n I1I'I:-r-::ll Washington, D.C. This new postage series was simi-
lf';lf in design 1o the issue of 135"133 but emall ormmamental triangles were added to the upper

< corners. One, two and five dollar denominations were added.

of the ¢ Triangles Two Types of the $1.00 Circles
ﬂw&:,:?]ﬁ::awﬂh Nlustrated: Are Herewith ustreatod:

typpa 1 iype 1
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Issue of 1895.98
Perforated 12
Double-line Watermark
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Anrakam Lineeln

Benpaman Franklin Benramin Feenklin Chacage Washingios

Andrew Jbcksbn

[ A, Soarliskd

Wikligm T. Sherman
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Issue of 1855-98
Parforated 12
Double-line Watermark

Duan bl Wil ei

Henry Clay Thoman [ellerson

Commodore Fesry Caommodars Pery jobis Marahail

Two types of the 10¢ stamp are distinquished as llustrated:.

Typ= 1T
A Line ol color appeart i the white curvs babis "T5" o ceats o6d “E° of Ten,

In printing this new issue waolermarked poper wos used for the first Hime on slomps in
tended for postage purposes. Watermarking hod been used pm-ri::m.]E for revenue stamps
and posicards. The watermark consaisted of Double-line letters U 5 P 5" so distributed theot

thoe sheet shows at least a part of the walermarking, as [lustrated below,
each ﬂmﬁ'{ nll';.n : lil-'l-qlﬂ']-l-na walermark was used for the first timea ]:IT the Buaredau,

b 1§ IS AERRENY
pryvii-iesaane

Lecable:fise Bingle-lins
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Issue of 1902-03

PrRFORATED 12

DovBLE-LINE WATERMARK

Bonjemin Fraaklin Ceorge Washimgian Andrew Jecienn Uiyman £ Ot

UNITED STATES
DD DI IIII
Abeaham Lisccla

9 POSTAL I155UE>
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jamaes A. Garileid Mazthi Woshingion

= B

Hanry Clay Darid G !"lr:.*:qul Jemes Modizes john Marshall
Jssue of 1906-08 Issue of 1903-06
|MPERFORATE PerrFoRATED 12 IMPERFORATE

_-_-—-_-
Benjomis Fronklin

Abraham Lincola Ceorge ‘Washingion Ceorge ‘Washington

: e feqtured elaborately engraved framed designs with the namea
'£ Ez ?:::;nnluﬁga::ga : li:'ﬂ birth and death on mcl!u stamp directly under each

For the first time in

United States postal history an American woman, Martha Was
graced o slamp, the 8¢ value,

E_Er!"tru:i'l.
inglon,
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Issue of 1908-17

Parforated 12
Double-line Walermark

Peilasaied 11

Benjgmin Franklis

- T
LT =y

- e - s eEEEeEeEeEEEEEE e EE

ko af uniformity and ariistic effect featured the head of George Wash-
{ the denominations excep the l¢ which portrayed Bonjamin Franklin, Part
it rinted on a stock which wias maode of 35 per cont rag and are kncwn as

o) actually grayish in appearance. Most of the denominations
"bluish paper.” although they u;:J;nlad on this paper are rare.

This series for the sa
ington on all
of this issue was

-
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Issue of 1908-10
Coil Stamps
Perforated 12 Hoerizontally
Double-line Watermark

Coil Stamps
Perforated 12 Vertically

e vy N
1

JEE L L
’ [

Officially issued coil stamps came inle being in 1908. As the name indicates, the stamps
instead of being issued in sheet form, were made available in lengths which were coiled
into rolls of five hundred and one thousand. Stamps in this form were found to be more
convenient for handling large gquantities of mail that called for the same stamp value, These
ﬁ‘h were also mode available to private companies who were licensed to pE'Tfﬂ:I.'ﬂtrﬂ them
and sell them in vending machines at neighborhood stores for the convenience of the public
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Issue of 1910-14

Perforated 12
Single-line Watermark

This issue employed the same designs as the previous series. A single line style of weter-
mark wis used,

. [ Sl

g —S— —5=||LLJ'~l 5

Fingie-line
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Issue of 1910-13
Coil Stamps
Single-line Wetermark
Perforated 12 Horizontally Perforated 12 Vertically

This series of coll stamps fectured the designs of the Enw-:ma. reqular issues. As on eXpri-
ment the Bureau of Engraving and Printing used a 8% perforation instead of the usual 12
in an affort to find o more sultable aiza, o 3¢ perforated 12 stamp of this series |8 the par-

; ing used of Orangeburg, M. ¥, and for that i
gst coil only a few being u e b of reason is omitted from
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Issue of 1912
Perforated 12
Single-line Watermark

Imparforate

Coil Stamps

Perforaied 8% Horizentally Perforated 8%: Vertically

I

i

! 2 d the portrait of George Washington with slight changes in the desian.
This series Ieature pe work [rom the provious issues. 3 an
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Issue of 1912-14
Perforated 12
Single-line Watermark

Benjamin Franklin was fectured on the entire set of this issue. The 50¢

il ol
iha_ porwc denomination appeared with bath types of watermark,
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Issue of 1914-15
Perlorated 10
Single-line Watermark

e .
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431

Y
ples50) >

i nklin were ogoin weed '

aits of George Washingion and Benjamin Fra T again Sk the prom

Th:l pﬂfl: ﬂfﬂm design on this issue. The larger-holed perforation 10 was gl e i
i 'm:m"m sheets from falling apart due to the lneness of the perforation 12.
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Issue of 1914

Coil Stamps, Flat Plate Prinling
Parforated 10 Horlzontally
Single-line Watermark

Issue of 1914-18
Caoil E-I-Elmps, Hnlur:lr Pross
Perfarated 10 Uﬂ:!i.m'l'ljr

L R LY TH

L] | ==
R

Perforated 10 Horizontally

—_—

Wiih the coil issue of 1914-16 a rotary press was used for the first fimg | 1

Siates stamps. Rotary press stamps are printed from curved plates ang u:-alrilhﬂtﬁl};?qunll:‘;d

larger either vertically or horizontally than flal plate printings. This process it ightly
abled the Bureau o produce stamps more quickly, printing on.
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Issue of 1916-17

Flat Plate Printing
Perforated 10, Unwatermarked

YRR

I amnas

glomps of this series were o repeat ol previous issues but with differences di .
EH&* to j:m'p collectors. They were printed on unwatermarked paper and th: %z“ ::Ebsl,;
values were previously issued perforated 12. Ono of the most spectacular errors occurred i
the printing of this series. Sheets of the 2¢ value were found with one stamp being of the 5¢
denomination, This was found en the lower right sheet of plate number 7942 Op th

loft sheel of plate number 7342 a double error was found. These errors continued lnﬂnuppﬁr

! i d ﬁ*‘"
in later printings of the Z: stamp immiiﬂu?u'ﬁ;“"m&d 11 and are greatly desir by
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Issue of 1916-17
Flate Plate Printing
Imperforate
Unwatermaoarked

Issue of 1916-22
Rotary Press Printing
Caoile Perforated 10 Horizontally
Unwatermarked
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Issue of 1917-19
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Issue of 1918-20
Otffset Printing

Perforated 11 Parforated 11 Perforated 11 Parforated 12%

The Bureaqu again experimenting tried with the 191820 issues to use the ofiset methed of
printing (a type of lithography). It was not successiul and was soon discontinued.

Issue of 1919-21

Rotary Press Printing
Perforated 11 x 10

Parforated 10 x 11 Parforated 10 I-‘a_rfurcrt-ad 11 Perforated 11

g7

hich were originally intended 1o be issued in_cw:!il form bul were later rorated
Isiﬁp:rewhmhwn as coil waste, and some of the above issues were created in 1]1:‘Enm =
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Issue of 1938-43

Rorary Press PrutinG
Perronaten 11 x 104

Benjomin Franklin Ceeorge ‘Washinglan Maeriba Weihisglan

3

L
-3
S A m

ool WL ik el B
2
R s

[t

Thes=as JoBerscy [a=es Maodissn The 'Whita Houne lemse Mosros lofn Quiney Adama

Zachary Toybar Milksrd Fillmers
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Issue of 1938-43

mnlinued

TR e
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CGrewet Clavelsnd

Besjomin Harrisen

Willliam McEinley Thendars Rasasrelt Wikiem Heward Taie

Flat Plale Printing, Perlorated 11

Wesdraw Wilssn Warren G. Hording Calvin Coolldge

Caoil Stamps, Perforated 10 Vertically
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PARCEL POST STAMPS
Issue of 1912-13

PErFoORATED |12

SINGLE-LINE WATERM ARK

City Carrier

Bural Cargler Bl Teain Beamship ond Mall Tender

TiT A=y
‘-.;. R i = S

Dairying Haorvesiiag Fruwit Growing

i Act of Congress
el ted lo meat the requirements ol fourth class matter by :
ESF PF'L;? uﬁF;.L:q :‘:fﬂz-l, 1912, these stamps were declared mil:d fmhulll Fuip.:ﬁ:& fi:n 1;::1:2
s were valid. The 20 cent value featured as the central por
::ﬂe?gt:.:};;eﬂgﬁg this was the first time any counlry had ever featured an ceroplane
on its stomps.
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Columbian Exposition
Chicago, lllinocis, 1893

COMMEMORATIVES
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le at Post Offices throughout the nation on Monday,
Minu:uf;:nnn? pl;:glﬂﬂqﬂ stamps commemorated llfl:a lﬂt:-thtﬁn;::muzulr‘;.;tn; St
i i Calumbus in 1492. The eight cent siam
America by ch”ﬂtﬂlll!frthe saries and was not issued until March 3, 1893.

Flawt of Columbus

Columbiis Resisred to Favor Columbrus Pressnting Hatives

Announcing Hia Discowery

January 2, 1893, the Co-

the discovery of
lanned
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Columbian Exposition
{Continued)

Colambus at La Rabida

Recoll of Columbeas

Isab=sllo Pledging Mer fewels

lezbella and Columbus
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Trans-Mississippl Exposition
Omaha, Nebraska, 1838

Morquatie on the Misslssippl
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tﬁh;uﬂﬁl:u‘::gﬂ;]t;ﬂd on sale June 10th Cm:{: B E“P'::m“m held in Omaha, Nebraska, in 1898,
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Pan-American Exposition
Buffalo, New York, 1901
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Fest Lake Navigation Anginmmakdle

Bridge ot Ningara Folls Canal Locks al Swalt Ste, Maris Fast Ooean Novigation

Flaced on sale on May 1, 1901 and withdrawn from sale October 31, 1901, the dates fixed

for I‘.'h;nﬁpenlng and closing of the Pan-Americon Exposition held at Buffalo, N. Y. The le, 2¢,
4c Denominations are known with inverted centers and are extremely scarce.

Louisiana Purchase Exposition
St Louis, Missouri, 1904

CMH

[mmed Mansos

Chaa C.#36

Willimm MeKinley Map of Loulsiona Purchana

Placed on sale April 30, 1904 and withdrawn from sale on December 1, 1904. The stamps com:

the centennial of the Louisiana Purchase and the designs picture the persons con-

mem d with the Expositi foi i to France, conducted
il wiily the purchase anc Witk /e “Xposition, I‘]}'mﬁumn' as minister Lo BIERCE 0 .
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Jamestown Exposition
Hampton Roads, Virginia, 1807
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Capain Johs S=iik Founding ol lJamesiown Pecahomics

Issued April 25, 1907 to commemorate the 300th anniversary of the founding of Jamestown. The
leadar of the founding colonists was Capt. John Smith, whose life was saved by Pocahontas
when she threw herself between him and an Indian's axe, Stamps were in use during the
Jamestown Exposition and withdrawn from sale when the Exposition closed, December 1.
1907. The figures in the upper corners of the lc stamp are Pocahontas and Powhatan,

Lincoln Memorial
1809

Blulsh Popar
Perlcrated 12

Lincgin

Issued to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln. The design is

from St Goudens® statue of Linceln. The stamps were issued both parforat :
and on the experimental “bluish" pﬂp&rpﬂ rate and imperforate,

Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition
Seattle, Washingten, 1909

Imp#tizrate Pexip
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lssued on June 1, 1908, in conneclion with \he Alggkq.Yukon-Pacific Expesition held in Seatile, W
Washington, in that » 1o celebrate the purchase from Russia of the Alaska territory. W

Williom H. Seward was tary of State and negotiated the purchase. s @
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